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INTRODUCTION: THE AUTHOR AND HIS WORK

1. The Sources for Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī’s Life and Work

Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī, the author of the Arabic Sufĳi manual entitled Salwat 
al-ʿārifīn wa-uns al-mushtāqīn (literally, “The Comfort of Those Knowing 
God and the Intimacy of Those Longing for God,” or in short, Salwat 
al-ʿārifīn, “The Comfort of the Mystics”), is Abū Khalaf Muḥammad b. 
ʿAbd al-Malik b. Khalaf al-Shāfĳiʿī al-Salmī al-Ṭabarī (d. ca. 470/1077). He 
was a scholar of Shāfĳiʿī law ( faqīh) and an admirer of the Sufĳi way of life, 
who lived in Nishapur (Ar., Naysābūr, Pers., Nīshāpūr), the provincial cap-
ital and cultural center of Khurāsān. In Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī’s time, the 
town sufffered a great famine in 401/1011 and passed under Saljūq rule, 
when Toghril Beg occupied it in 428/1037. Though sacked by the Ghuzz 
Turks in 548/1153, Nishapur remained a seat of Islamic learning until its 
destruction by an earthquake in 605/1208 and its complete devastation by 
the Mongol invasion in 618/1221.1

In the Arabic primary sources Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī’s name appears 
with three appellations indicating relationships (nisba), i.e., al-Shāfĳiʿī, al-
Ṭabarī and al-Salmī. The fĳirst indicates his scholarly association with the 
Shāfĳiʿī School of Islamic law. The second refers to the geographical region 
of his origin, namely the region of Ṭabaristān on the southern shore of 
the Caspian Sea in Iran. The third nisba can be read as either al-Salmī or 
al-Sulamī, because both are written or printed in identical consonantal 
shape in Arabic. The nisba al-Salmī suggests a pedigree from Iranian fa-
mily ancestors, while the nisba al-Sulamī refers to afffĳiliation with the 
Arab tribe of the Banū Sulaym by birth or clientage. The evidence for the 
nisba al-Salmī being the correct reading in Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī’s case 
can be found in Kitāb al-Ansāb by al-Samʿānī (d. 562/1166). Distinguishing 
in his work between the two spellings of the name al-Salmī and al-
Sulamī, Samʿānī makes it a point to register Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī explici-
tly under the nisba al-Salmī, rather than al-Sulamī.2 Contrary to Samʿānī’s 
testimony, however, al-Asnawī (d. 772/1370) insists in his Ṭabaqāt al-

1 E. Honigmann and C.E. Bosworth, “Nīshāpūr,” in EI2, 8, 62-4; R.W. Bulliet, The Patri-
cians of Nishapur, Cambridge, Mass. 1972.

2 Abū Saʿd ʿAbd al-Karīm b. Abī Bakr Muḥammad al-Samʿānī (b. 506/1113, d. 562/1166), 
Kitāb al-Ansāb, ed. ʿAbdallāh ʿUmar al-Bārūdī, 5 vols., Beirut 1408/1988, 3, 278.
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shāfĳiʿīya that the nisba should be read as al-Sulamī.3 Both scholars, 
Samʿānī and Asnawī, belonged to the Shāfĳiʿī School. Nevertheless, 
Samʿānī’s record appears to be more reliable because he, living two cen-
turies before Asnawī, is able to cite direct testimony in favor of al-Salmī 
as Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī’s nisba.4 According to Samʿānī, a certain Abū 
ʿAbdallāh Muḥammad b. al-Ḥusayn al-Azdī told him on the authority of 
his teacher Abū l-Fatḥ al-Muwafffaq b. ʿAbd al-Karīm al-Harawī, who was 
himself a student of Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī, that al-Salmī was the latter’s 
correct nisba. In addition, supporting Samʿānī’s view, Ibn Qāḍī Shuhba 
(d. 851/1448) characterizes Asnawī’s reading of the nisba as al-Sulamī an 
“error” (wahm) and stresses that the correct nisba is al-Salmī, referring to 
Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī’s lineage from his ancestors.5

Unfortunately, little information about Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī’s life and 
scholarly career can be found in the primary sources. The earliest, rather 
brief information about him can be traced in Samʿānī’s Kitāb al-Ansāb.6 
It was copied by Ibn al-Athīr (d. 630/1233) in his al-Lubāb fī tahdhīb al-
ansāb.7 Another early source with equally scant but valuable information 
is Ṭabaqāt al-fuqahāʾ al-shāfĳiʿīya by Ibn al-Ṣalāḥ (d. 643/1245).8 The refe-
rence in the as yet unpublished Ṭabaqāt al-shāfĳiʿīya by Ibn Bāṭīsh (d. 
655/1257), confĳirming Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī’s death date, has been preser-
ved in later sources,9 while Tahdhīb al-asmāʾ wa l-lughāt by al-Nawawī 
(d. 676/1277)10 includes another crucial point of information concerning 
Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī’s legal interpretations. The earlier sources are sup-
plemented by short biographical entries found in the “books of classes” 

3 Jamāl al-Dīn Abū Muḥammad ʿAbd al-Raḥīm b. al-Ḥasan al-Umawī al-Qurashī 
al-Asnawī (b. 704/1305, d. 772/1370), Ṭabaqāt al-shāfĳiʿīya, ed. ʿAbdallāh al-Jubūrī, 2 vols., 
Baghdad 1390-91/1970-71; repr. 2 vols. Riyadh 1400/1981, 2, 158-9; ed. Kamāl Yūsuf al-Ḥūt, 
2 vols., Beirut 1407/1987, 2, 58-9.

4 Samʿānī. Kitāb al-Ansāb, 3, 278.
5 Ibn Qāḍī Shuhba, Taqī al-Dīn Abū Bakr b. Aḥmad (d. 851/1448), Ṭabaqāt al-shāfĳiʿīya, 

ed. ʿAbd al-ʿAlīm Khān, 4 vols., Beirut 1407/1987, 1, 259 (no. 221).
6 Samʿānī, Kitāb al-Ansāb, 3, 278
7 Ibn al-Athīr, ʿIzz al-Dīn Abu l-Ḥasan ʿAlī b. Muḥammad al-Jazarī (b. 555/1165, 

d. 630/1233), al-Lubāb fī tahdhīb al-ansāb, 3 vols., Beirut 1400/1980, 2, 128.
8 Ibn al-Ṣalāḥ, Taqī al-Dīn Abū ʿ Amr ʿ Uthmān b. ʿ Abd al-Raḥmān al-Kurdī al-Shahrazūrī 

(b. 577/1181, d. 643/1245), Ṭabaqāt al-fuqahāʾ al-shāfĳiʿīya, ed. Muḥyī al-Dīn ʿAlī Najīb, Beirut 
1413/1992, 421, 554, 688 (no. 271).

9 Ibn Bāṭīsh, Abū Majd Ismāʿīl b. Hibatallāh al-Mawṣilī al-Shāfĳiʿī (d. 655/1257), author 
of Ṭabaqāt al-shāfĳiʿīya, confĳirms Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī’s death date as “about 470” as 
recorded in Asnawī, Ṭabaqāt al-shāfĳiʿīya, ed. Al-Ḥūt, 1, 58.

10 Nawawī, Muḥyī al-Dīn Abū Zakarīyā Yaḥyā b. Sharaf al-Dimashqī al-Shāfĳiʿī 
(b. 631/1233, d. 676/1277), Tahdhīb al-asmāʾ wa l-lughāt, 4 vols., Cairo 1927; repr. Beirut 1977, 
2, 223 (no. 333).
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(ṭabaqāt) compiled by two Shāfĳiʿī scholars of Islamic law in the 8th/14th 
century. They are Ṭabaqāt al-shāfĳiʿīya al-kubrā by al-Subkī (d. 771/1369)11 
and Ṭabaqāt al-shāfĳiʿīya by Asnawī.12 The most substantial information 
on Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī as the author of Salwat al-ʿārifīn can be found in 
the succinct but signifĳicant biographical entry of Subkī’s book, while 
Asnawī’s book records the author’s fĳirsthand knowledge of some of Abū 
Khalaf al-Ṭabarī’s legal writings.13 The information recorded in Ṭabaqāt 
al-shāfĳiʿīya of Ibn Qāḍī Shuhba14 adds further observations on Abū Khalaf 
al-Ṭabarī’s works. Ibn Hidāyat Allāh al-Ḥusaynī (d. 1014/1605-06)15 merely 
duplicates information found in the earlier sources. No information on 
the author of Salwat al-ʿārifīn can be found in the Shāfĳiʿī “books of clas-
ses” that are contemporary with Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī, such as Kitāb 
Ṭabaqāt al-fuqahāʾ al-shāfĳiʿīya by al-ʿAbbādī (d. 458/1066)16 and Ṭabaqāt 
al-fuqahāʾ by Abū Isḥāq al-Shīrāzī (d. 476/1083).17 Because of its geogra-
phical focus on Yemen, the Ṭabaqāt fuqahāʾ al-Yaman by Ibn Abī Samura 
(d. 586/1190)18 also makes no mention of Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī. 

2. Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī’s Scholarly Career

The portrait of Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī’s life and scholarly career emerging 
from the Arabic primary sources can be drawn with a few strokes. Born in 
the Salmī family hailing from Ṭabaristān, he was educated fĳirst in Marw 
and then in Nishapur, the scholarly hubs of Khurāsān (northeastern Iran) 
in the fĳifth/eleventh century. Two leading scholars of the Shāfĳiʿī School of 
Islamic law were his teachers, al-Qafffāl and ʿAbd al-Qāhir al-Baghdādī.19 

11 Tāj al-Dīn Abū Naṣr ʿ Abd al-Wahhāb b. ʿ Alī al-Subkī (d. 771/1369), Ṭabaqāt al-shāfĳiʿīya 
al-kubrā, ed. Maḥmūd Muḥammad al-Ṭanāḥī and ʿAbd al-Fattāḥ Muḥammad al-Ḥilw, 10 
vols., Cairo 1383-96/1964-76, 4, 179-80.

12 Asnawī, Ṭabaqāt al-shāfĳiʿīya, ed. al-Jubūrī, 2, 158-9; ed. al-Ḥūt, 2, 58-9.
13 Asnawī, Ṭabaqāt al-shāfĳiʿīya, ed. al-Ḥūt, 2, 58.
14 Ibn Qāḍī Shuhba, Ṭabaqāt al-shāfĳiʿīya, 1, 258-9 (no. 221).
15 Abū Bakr b. Hidāyat Allāh al-Ḥusaynī (d. 1014/1605), Ṭabaqāt al-shāfĳiʿīya, ed. ʿĀdil 

Nuwayhiḍ, Beirut 1971, 169.
16 Abū ʿĀṣim Muḥammad b. Aḥmad al-ʿAbbādī al-Harawī al-Shāfĳiʿī (b. 375/985-6, 

d. 458/1066), Kitāb Ṭabaqāt al-fuqahāʾ al-shāfĳiʿīya, ed. G. Vitestam, Leiden 1964. 
17 Abū Isḥāq Ibrāhīm b. ʿAlī al-Shīrāzī (b. 393/1003, d. 476/1083), Ṭabaqāt al-fuqahāʾ, 

ed. Iḥsān ʿAbbās, Beirut 1401/1981.
18 ʿUmar b. ʿAlī b. Samura al-Jaʿdī (d. 586/1190), Ṭabaqāt fuqahāʾ al-Yaman, ed. Fuʾād 

Sayyid, Beirut 1981.
19 Subkī, Ṭabaqāt al-shāfĳiʿīya al-kubrā, 3, 76.
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Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī studied initially with al-Qafffāl,20 known in his time 
as the most prominent leader of the Shāfĳiʿī School of Islamic law in all of 
Khurāsān, who lived and died in Marw at the age of ninety in 417/1026. 
Al-Qafffāl’s death date would suggest that Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī was born 
around the year 400/1010. His second instructor, ʿAbd al-Qāhir al-Bagh-
dādī,21 the author of the famous Islamic heresiography al-Farq bayna 
l-fĳiraq, became Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī’s principal teacher in Nishapur. 
Known as a wealthy man and the most widely sought-after instructor of 
Shāfĳiʿī law in Khurāsān, ʿAbd al-Qāhir al-Baghdādī was brought in his 
youth by his father from Baghdad to Nishapur. There he made his home, 
but left the city toward the end of his life because of rioting by the 
Turkmen,22 taking up domicile in Isfarāyīn where he died at a venerable 
age in 429/1038. 

Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī’s active life and career developed mainly in 
Nishapur as that of a scholar of Shāfĳiʿī law who also became an author on 
Sufĳism. Among the legal scholars of Nishapur he was known for his com-
pilation of legal writings in the Shāfĳiʿī tradition and the independent in-
terpretations he advanced diverging from the majority views of Shāfĳiʿī 
scholars. References to some of his treatises on Shafĳiʿī law have been pre-
served, but none of his legal works have apparently come down to us. 
Samʿānī records that Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī compiled an excellent and wi-
dely appreciated compendium on Shāfĳiʿī law entitled al-Kifāya,23 yet 
spelt al-Kināya, in Ibn al-Athīr’s al-Lubāb.24 It would appear that the 
spelling of al-Kifāya for an “epitome” of Shāfĳiʿī law would be the most 
natural and correct spelling, while al-Kināya, giving expression to the 
Islamic legal terminology of “indirect declaration of intent,” would be a 
rather unlikely description for the compendium’s general purpose. 
Furthermore, Ibn al-Ṣalāḥ records that a certain Abū Surayj Ismāʿīl b. 
Aḥmad b. al-Ḥasan al-Shāshī al-Naqqāḍ (d. before 470/1077), a student of 
Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī’s, completed a gloss (taʿlīq) to his teacher’s work on 

20 For al-Qafffāl, Abū Bakr ʿ Abdallāh b. Aḥmad b. al-Marwazī al-Khurāsānī (d. 417/1026), 
see Shams al-Dīn Muḥammad b. Aḥmad al-Dhahabī (d. 748/1348), Siyar aʿlām al-nubalāʾ, 
ed. Shuʿayb al-Arnaʾūṭ et al., 25 vols. Beirut 1401/1981-1409/1988, 17, 405.

21 For Abū Manṣūr ʿAbd al-Qāhir b. Ṭāhir al-Baghdādī, (d. 429/1038 in Isfarāʾīn), see 
Dhahabī, Siyar, 17, 572.

22 Ibn ʿ Asākir, Abu l-Qāsim ʿ Alī b. al-Ḥasan al-Dimashqī, Tabyīn kadhib al-muftarī, Bei-
rut 1404/1984, 253-4.

23 Samʿānī, Kitāb al-Ansāb, 3, 278 (ṣannafa majmūʿan ḥasanan fī l-madhhab lanā 
yuqālu lahu “al-kifāya” li-Abī Khalaf al-Ṭabarī, istaḥsanahu kullu man raʾāhu).

24 Ibn al-Athīr, al-Lubāb, 2, 128.
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the principles of Islamic law (uṣūl al-fĳiqh) at Ghazna in 434/1042-3, but 
based his gloss on the principles of Islamic theology (uṣūl al-dīn) on the 
work of another author.25 Ibn Qāḍī Shuhba inspected Abū Khalaf al-
Ṭabarī’s one-volume commentary (sharḥ) on Kitāb al-Miftāḥ,26 a manual 
on the applications of Shāfĳiʿī law by Abū l-ʿAbbās Aḥmad b. Abī Aḥmad 
al-Ṭabarī al-Baghdādī al-Shāfĳiʿī, known as Ibn al-Qāṣṣ, who died as a 
murābiṭ in 335/946 at Ṭarṭūs, a fortifĳied town on the Syrian coast.27 
Furthermore, Ibn Qāḍī Shuhba was familiar with Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī’s 
treatise on the principles of Shafĳiʿī law entitled Kitāb al-Muʿīn,28 in which 
the author advanced legal interpretations that diverged from the general 
Shāfĳiʿī interpretations of Islamic law.29 

For his part, Asnawī states that he possessed two books of Abū Khalaf 
al-Ṭabarī’s legal works. One was a copy of his commentary on Ibn al-
Qāṣṣ’s Kitāb al-Miftāḥ that included interpretations on the applications 
( furūʿ) of Shāfĳiʿī law, judged as being rather strange and unusual by 
Asnawī. The other was a copy of Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī’s Kitāb al-Muʿīn, 
which included interpretations that diverged from the principles (uṣūl) 
of Shāfĳiʿī law.30 Furthermore, Asnawī notes that, in his time, an autogra-
phed copy of Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī’s Kitāb al-Muʿīn could be found in the 
library of the Ribāṭ al-Sidra, a Sufĳi lodge in Mecca.31 In his Kashf al-ẓunūn, 
Ḥājjī Khalīfa refers to Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī’s commentary on Ibn al-
Qāṣṣ’s Kitāb al-Miftāḥ32 and cites the full title of his Kitāb al-Muʿīn as al-
Muʿīn ʿalā muqtaḍā al-dīn, confĳirming the autograph copy preserved at 
the Ribāṭ al-sidra in Mecca.33 In his Īḍāḥ al-maknūn, an appendix to Ḥājjī 
Khalīfa’s Kashf al-ẓunūn, Ismāʿīl Bāshā al-Baghdādī quotes the title of 
Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī’s Kitāb al-Kināya (sic!) fĳi l-fĳiqh.34 Al-Baghdādī also 

25 Ibn al-Ṣalāḥ, Ṭabaqāt al-fuqahāʾ al-shāfĳiʿīya, 421.
26 Ibn Qāḍī Shuhba, Ṭabaqāt al-shāfĳiʿīya, 1, 258 (no. 221).
27 See Dhahabī, Siyar, 15, 371-2; GAS 1, 496-7.
28 Ibn Qāḍī Shuhba, Ṭabaqāt al-shāfĳiʿīya, 1, 258 (no. 221).
29 Ibn Qāḍī Shuhba, Ṭabaqāt al-shāfĳiʿīya, 1, 258 (no. 221; fa-qad afrada al-nawʿ al-fĳiqhī 

minhu).
30 Asnawī, Ṭabaqāt al-shāfĳiʿīya, ed. al-Ḥūt, 2, 158-9; 2, 58-59 (wa-ʿindī ayḍan nuskhatun 

min al-nawʿ al-fĳiqhī min kitābihi “al-Muʿīn” wa-huwa mushtamilun ʿalā nawʿin ākhara 
maʿqūdun li l-uṣūl).

31 Asnawī, Ṭabaqāt al-shāfĳiʿīya, ed. al-Ḥūt, 2, 159; 2, 59.
32 Ḥājjī Khalīfa, Kashf al-ẓunūn, Baghdad, n.d., 1769.
33 Ḥājjī Khalīfa, Kashf al-ẓunūn, 1745. 
34 Ismāʿīl Bāshā al-Baghdādī, Īḍāḥ al-maknūn fĳi l-dhayl ʿalā Kashf al-ẓunūn, 2 vols., 

Baghdad, n.d., 2, 324, 325.
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lists the following legal writings of Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī’s35: Sharḥ Miftāḥ 
Ibn al-Qāṣṣ fĳi l-furūʿ, Kitāb al-Kināya (sic!) fĳi l-fĳiqh, al-Muʿīn ʿalā muqtaḍā 
l-dīn, and al-Nawʿ al-fĳiqhī min anwāʿ al-maqṣūd.36 Thus it is certain that 
Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī was the author of at least three legal works, Kitāb 
al-Kifāya, Kitāb al-Muʿīn and Sharḥ kitāb al-Miftāh. It is not possible, ho-
wever, to determine whether al-Naqqāḍ’s gloss (taʿlīq) was written on 
Kitāb al-Kifāya or Kitāb al-Muʿīn. If all relevant references are taken into 
account, it is most likely that Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī’s Kitāb al-Muʿīn had 
two parts, one on uṣūl al-fĳiqh and the other on uṣūl al-dīn. 

The Shāfĳiʿī sources pay special attention to illustrating Abū Khalaf al-
Ṭabarī’s independent and divergent interpretations of legal rules in 
which he maintained a stricter interpretation than the majority of the 
Shāfĳiʿī scholars. One such example is his interpretation of the expiation 
that was obligatory for a Muslim who broke the ritual observance of fa-
sting in the month of Ramaḍān. Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī held that a full-
fledged atonement (kafffāra) was required of a Muslim who broke the 
duty of fasting in any form, whether by eating, drinking, having sexual 
relations or engaging in similar conduct that is prohibited during the 
daylight hours of Ramaḍān. This was contrary to the majority interpreta-
tion of the Shāfĳiʿī School, which required a full-fledged kafffāra, i.e., a six-
ty-day fast outside the month of Ramaḍān, only when the fast had been 
broken by the offfense of sexual intercourse; breaking the rule of fasting 
by eating and drinking required the atonement of only a one-day substi-
tute fast according to the general Shāfĳiʿī point of view.37 In another opi-
nion, advanced contrary to the majority Shafĳiʿī point of view, Abū Khalaf 
al-Ṭabarī accepted it as permissible that the alms-due (zakāt) be given to 
a Muslim who repented after having gone into debt because of a sinful 
act.38 In yet another opinion, Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī sided with his teacher 
ʿAbd al-Qāhir al-Baghdādī in rejecting a Muslim forming a partnership as 

35 Ismāʿīl Bāshā al-Baghdādī, Hadīyat al-ʿārifīn, 2 vols. Beirut 1955, 2, 73. To be precise, 
Ismāʿīl Bāshā al-Baghdādī lists Sharḥ Miftāḥ Ibn al-Qāṣṣ fĳi l-furūʿ, Kitāb al-Kināya fĳi l-fĳiqh 
(rather than al-Kifāya), al-Muʿīn ʿalā muqtaḍā al-dīn (“on the requirements of religion”), 
and al-Nawʿ al-fĳiqhī min anwāʿ al-maqṣūd (“on the legal applications”). Furthermore, he 
records the title of Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī’s Salwat al-ʿārifīn wa-uns al-mushtāqīn; see below.

36 The list of titles enumerated in Ismāʿīl Bāshā al-Baghdādī, Hadīyat al-ʿārifīn, 2, 73, is 
confĳirmed by the titles of Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī’s works cited by ʿUmar Riḍā Kaḥḥāla, 
Muʿjam al-muʾallifīn, 15 vols., Damascus 1976/1957, photostatic reprint, Beirut (Maktabat 
al-Muthannā), n.d., 9, 256, and Khayr al-Dīn al-Ziriklī, al-Aʿlām, Beirut 2002, 6, 248.

37 Subkī, Ṭabaqāt al-shāfĳiʿīya al-kubrā, 3, 76; 4, 179; Ibn Qāḍī Shuhba, Ṭabaqāt 
al-shāfĳiʿīya, 2, 259.

38 Ibn al-Ṣalāḥ, Ṭabaqāt al-fuqahāʾ al-shāfĳiʿīya, 688.
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a shareholder.39 Finally, Nawawī stated in his Tahdhīb al-asmāʾ that Abū 
Khalaf al-Ṭabarī’s legal interpretations were repeatedly cited in his 
Rawḍat al-ṭālibīn, but not in other Shāfĳiʿī treatises on Islamic law.40 In 
fact, fĳive times the Rawḍat al-ṭālibīn of Nawawī cites legal opinions of 
Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī on the issues of a full-fledged atonement (kafffāra) 
for the breaking of the fast during the daylight hours of Ramadan,41 the 
inheritance between siblings,42 the inheritance in cases of half-siblings,43 
the implications of inheritance with regard to a child that has been still 
born,44 and the punishment of slaves in the case of a crime that is subject 
to a “ḥadd” punishment.45 

In addition to several legal works, Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī compiled only 
one book on Sufĳism, the handbook entitled Salwat al-ʿārifīn wa-uns al-
mushtāqīn. Subkī described this work with the following words of admi-
ration: 

I became acquainted with his book on Sufĳism entitled Salwat al-ʿārifīn wa-
uns al-mushtāqīn. It is a splendid book of its kind that I admired enor-
mously. He (the author, Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī) compiled it for the local ruler 
Abū ʿAlī Ḥassān b. Saʿīd al-Manīʿī and arranged it in 72 chapters, the fĳirst 
chapter explaining the meaning of Sufĳism and the last chapter dealing with 
the classes of the Sufĳis and their biographies. To my mind it is similar to 
the Risāla of Abū l-Qāsim al-Qushayrī.46 Perhaps the indiffference toward 
this book (i.e., Salwat al-ʿārifīn) is due to this resemblance; nevertheless it 
is very beautiful. I am not at all aware of any other copy of it that the author 
would have made prior to the one he made for al-Manīʿī. It is written in a 
magnifĳicent regular handwriting. Al-Malik al-Ashraf Mūsā gave it as an 
endowment to the library in the Dār al-Ḥadīth al-Ashrafīya in Damascus. 
In this book, Abū Khalaf became absorbed in the mystical states of the Sufĳis. 
He explained this Sufĳi path with expert knowledge and reveled in it. It has 

39 Ibn al-Ṣalāḥ, Ṭabaqāt al-fuqahāʾ al-shāfĳiʿīya, 554.
40 Nawawī, Tahdhīb al-asmāʾ, 2, 223 (no. 333).
41 Nawawī, Muḥyī al-Dīn Abū Zakarīyāʾ Yaḥyā b. Sharaf al-Dimashqī al-Shāfĳiʿī 

(b. 631/1233, d. 676/1277), Rawḍat al-ṭālibīn, 8 vols., Beirut 1421/2000, 2, 242.
42 Nawawī, Rawḍat al-ṭālibīn, 5, 22.
43 Nawawī, Rawḍat al-ṭālibīn, 8, 440.
44 Nawawī, Rawḍat al-ṭālibīn, 5, 398.
45 Nawawī, Rawḍat al-ṭālibīn, 7, 319.
46 Abu l-Qāsim ʿAbd al-Karīm b. Hawāzin al-Qushayrī, al-Risāla al-qushayrīya, ed. 

ʿAbd al-Ḥakīm Maḥmūd and Maḥmūd b. al-Sharīf, Cairo 1966; Persian translation, Badīʿ 
al-Zamān Furūzanfar. Tarjuma-yi Risāla-yi qushayrīya, Tehran 1345s/1967; German trans-
lation, R. Gramlich, Das Sendschreiben al-Qušayris über das Sufĳitum, Wiesbaden, 1989; 
English translation, A.D. Knysh, Al-Qushayri’s Epistle on Sufĳism, Reading 2007.
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been mentioned that he completed its compilation in the month of Rabīʿ 
II of the year 459 ah.47

This passage answers a number of questions and raises others. First of all, 
Subkī is the earliest source citing the title of Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī’s Sufĳi 
handbook and placing its date of compilation in the month of Rabīʿ II, 
459/1067. Clearly in dependence on Subkī, Ibn Qāḍī Shuhba is the only 
other source that also mentions both the title of the book and its date 
of compilation.48 Furthermore, Subkī states that the book was compiled 
for Abū ʿAlī Ḥassān b. Saʿīd al-Manīʿī (d. 463/1071),49 a wealthy man 
of Nishapur, who was a leader of the local Sufĳi chivalry ( futūwa) and a 
patron of its scholars. Thirdly, the passage cites the Risāla of Qushayrī 
(d. 465/1072) as the established Sufĳi handbook of its time that made it dif-
fĳicult for Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī’s work to gain acceptance beside it. Abū 
Khalaf al-Ṭabarī’s work stood in the shadow of the Risāla which, com-
pleted about two decades before it in 437/1045-46, had become the most 
authoritative handbook of Sufĳism in the fĳifth/eleventh century in 
Nishapur and beyond. Finally, Subkī provides information about the his-
tory of the manuscript that was presented by the author to Abū ʿAlī 
Ḥassān b. Saʿīd al-Manīʿī and located by Subkī in the library of Dār 
al-Ḥadīth at Damascus in the eighth/fourteenth century. There were two 
colleges at Damascus, both with the name Dār al-Ḥadīth al-Ashrafīya, one 
located inside the city and the other outside its gates on a mountain 
northwest of it.50 Both were founded by the Ayyūbid prince al-Malik 
al-Ashraf  Mūsā (d. 635/1237), who had installed himself as sultan in Da -
mas cus in 626/1229 and was the brother of al-Malik al-Kāmil (d. 635/1238), 
the Ayyūbid sultan of Egypt.51

Detailed circumstantial information on Abū ʿAlī Ḥassān b. Saʿīd 
al-Manīʿī, the patron to whom Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī dedicated his Salwat 
al-ʿārifīn, can be found in the works of al-Samʿānī (d. 562/1166) and ʿAbd 
al-Ghāfĳir al-Fārisī (d. 529/1134). Both authors provided most of the source 

47 Subkī, Ṭabaqāt al-shāfĳiʿīya al-kubrā, 3, 76; the date of Rabīʿ II of the year 459 ah cor-
responds to February 1067 C.E.

48 Ibn Qāḍī Shuhba, Ṭabaqāt al-shāfĳiʿīya, 1, 258.
49 Samʿānī, Kitāb al-Ansāb, 5, 400-1; Dhahabī, Siyar, 18, 265-7; idem, Taʾrīkh al-Islām 

(ed. ʿUmar ʿAbd al-Salām Tadmurī), 52 vols., Beirut 1407/1987-1421/200, yrs. 461-470, ed. 
ʿUmar ʿAbd al-Salām Tadmurī, Beirut, 1994, 116-9.

50 L. Pouzet, Damas au VIIe/XIIIe siècle, Beirut 1991, 188-91, 268-70; G. Makdisi, The Rise 
of Colleges, Edinburgh 1981, 157-8; 201; 208-13.

51 C. Cahen, “Ayyūbids,” in EI2, 1, 796-807 (praesertim 799); N. Eliseséefff, “Dimashḳ,” in 
EI2, 2, 277-91 (praesertim 284).
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material for the biographical sketches of Dhahabī (d. 748/1348) on al-
Manīʿī.52 In his Kitāb al-Ansāb, Samʿānī traces al-Manīʿī’s nisba to one of 
his forebears by the name of Manīʿ, who belonged to the people of Marw 
al-Rūdh, a town fĳive or six stages up the river from the city of Marw in 
Khurāsān.53 He also records his lineage54 as going back as far as Khālid b. 
al-Walīd al-Makhzūmī (d. 21/642), the famous Arab commander at the 
time of the early conquests of Islam.55 Abū ʿAlī Ḥassān al-Manīʿī is depic-
ted as a pious man, who had performed the pilgrimage to Mecca (al-ḥājjī) 
and was recognized as a leader of the Sufĳi chivalry ( futūwa) in his time. A 
wealthy and generous man, he built mosques (jawāmiʿ, masājid), schools 
(madāris) and Sufĳi lodges (ribāṭāt), and looked after the support of the 
scholars and their students. Samʿānī also credits him with having fĳinan-
ced the great and beautiful building of the main mosque in Nishapur.56 

According to Samʿānī’s account, Abū ʿAlī Ḥassān b. Saʿīd al-Manīʿī was 
a scholar in his own right, who studied with many teachers in Iraq, the 
Ḥijāz and Khurāsān. In Nishapur he studied with Abū Ṭāhir Muḥammad 
b. Muḥammad b. Maḥmish al-Ziyādī (d. 410/1019);57 in Isfarāyīn with Abū 
l-Ḥasan ʿAlī b. Muḥammad b. ʿAlī al-Isfarāyīnī, known as Ibn al-Saqqāʾ 
(d. 414/1023);58 in Balkh with Abū ʿAlī al-Ḥasan b. Aḥmad b. Muḥammad 
al-Balkhī, known as al-Khaṭīb (d. ca. 430/1039);59 in Iṣfahān with 
Abū Bakr Muḥammad b. ʿAbdallāh al-Ḍabbī, known as Ibn Rīdha 
(d. 440/1049);60 and in Mecca with Abū l-Ḥasan Muḥammad b. ʿAlī al-
Azdī al-Baṣrī, known as Ibn Ṣakhr (d. 443/1051).61 One of his many stu-
dents was Abū l-Muẓafffar ʿAbd al-Munʿim b. Abī l-Qāsim al-Qushayrī 
(d. 532/1137-8), the sixth and youngest son of the author of the Risāla, 
who became Samʿānī’s principal source of information on Abū ʿAlī 
al-Manīʿī. Finally, Samʿānī records Abū ʿAlī al-Manīʿī’s death as having 

52 Dhahabī, Taʾrīkh al-Islām, yrs. 461-70, 116-9; idem, Siyar, 18, 265-7.
53 C.E. Bosworth, “Marw al-Rūdh,” in EI2, 6, 617-8.
54 According to Samʿānī, his lineage runs as follows: Abū ʿAlī Ḥassān b. Saʿīd b. Ḥassān 

b. Muḥammad b. Aḥmad b. ʿAbdallāh b. Muḥammad b. Manīʿ b. Khālid b. ʿAbd al-Raḥmān 
b. Khālid b. al-Walīd al-Makhzūmī al-Manīʿī, Samʿānī, Kitāb al-Ansāb, 5, 400.

55 M. Ullmann, “Khālid b. al-Walīd,” in EI2 4, 929-30.
56 Dhahabī, Taʾrīkh al-Islām, yrs. 461-70, 116-9 (quoting ʿAbd al-Ghāfĳir al-Fārisī); 

Ṣarīfīnī, Taqī al-Dīn Abū Isḥāq Ibrāhīm b. Muḥammad (d. 641/1243-44), al-Muntakhab min 
Kitāb al-Siyāq li-taʾrīkh Naysābūr (ed. Khālid Ḥaydar), Mecca n.d., 227-8; 

57 Dhahabī, Siyar, 17, 276-8.
58 Dhahabī, Siyar, 17, 305-6.
59 Baghdādī, Taʾrīkh Baghdād, 14 vols., Cairo 1349/1931, 7, 290-1 (no. 3776); Ṣarīfīnī, 

al-Muntakhab, 192 (no. 492); Dhahabī, Taʾrīkh al-Islām, yrs. 421-440, 284-5.
60 Dhahabī, Siyar, 17, 595-6.
61 Dhahabī, Siyar, 17, 638-9.
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occurred on Friday, the 27th of Dhū l-Qaʿda in the year 463 (26th August, 
1071) in Marw al-Rūdh, where Samʿānī visited his grave.62 In his Dhayl al-
ansāb, Samʿānī further specifĳies that al-Manīʿī belonged to the grand 
landlords and merchants of his region and came into prominence under 
Saljūq rule over Nishapur, taking the initiative in building the great mos-
ques of both Marw al-Rūdh and Nishapur.63

Additional circumstantial information on Abū ʿAlī Ḥassān b. Saʿīd al-
Manīʿī is included in the Kitāb al-Siyāq li-taʾrīkh Naysābūr by Abū l-Ḥasan 
ʿAbd al-Ghāfĳir b. Ismāʿīl al-Fārisī (b. 451/1059, d. 529/1134).64 This work 
was compiled as a continuation and “sequence” (siyāq) to the lost but 
important twelve-volume history of Nishapur (Taʾrīkh Naysābūr) by 
al-Ḥākim al-Naysābūrī, known as Ibn al-Bayyiʿ (b. 321/933, d. 405/1014).65 
A substantial fragment of the Siyāq, entitled al-Mukhtaṣar min Kitāb 
al-Siyāq li-taʾrīkh Naysābūr and beginning in the middle of the letter Ḥāʾ, 
is extant and has recently become available in print. It includes a lengthy 
biography of Abū ʿAlī Ḥassān b. Saʿīd al-Manīʿī.66 Only a short note on 
him, however, can be found in the later summary extract of the same 
work by Taqī al-Dīn Abū Isḥāq Ibrāhīm b. Muḥammad al-Ṣarīfīnī 
(d. 641/1243), published under the title al-Muntakhab min Kitāb al-Siyāq 
li-taʾrīkh Naysābūr.67 

While Samʿānī focuses on essential historical information, ʿAbd 
al-Ghāfĳir al-Fārisī records many details in his account on Abū ʿAlī Ḥassān 
b. Saʿīd al-Manīʿī, extolling him profusely. He depicts him as a man of a 
splendid disposition and pleasant character, rich and prosperous, and 
intent on noble actions and good works. During his younger years in 
Marw al-Rūdh, al-Manīʿī was deeply committed to a chivalrous way of 
life ( futūwa). He became illustrious and influential, however, under the 

62 Samʿānī, Kitāb al-Ansāb, 5, 400
63 Abū Saʿd al-Samʿānī’s Dhayl al-ansāb is lost today, but the relevant passage is 

quoted verbatim in Dhahabī, Taʾrīkh al-Islām, yrs. 461-70, 118.
64 Dhahabī, Siyar, 20, 16-8. 
65 Dhahabī, Siyar, 17, 162-77
66 This fragment has been published under the title al-Mukhtaṣar min Kitāb al-Siyāq 

li-taʾrīkh Naysābūr, ed. Muḥammad Kāẓim al-Maḥmūdī, Tehran 1384 shamsī; see also 
R. N. Frye, The Histories of Nishapur, Cambridge, Mass. 1965, which reproduces a facsimile 
of the underlying manuscript, Ismail Saib 1544; cf. GAL I, 365, GAL SI, 623. An index of 
names to al-Mukhtaṣar min Kitāb al-Siyāq li-taʾrīkh Naysābūr, published by H. Jaouiche, 
The Histories of Nishapur, Wiesbaden 1984, includes a foreword by J. van Ess (pp. v-viii) 
with relevant observations to the text of this fragment.

67 Ṣarīfīnī, Taqī al-Dīn Abū Isḥāq Ibrāhīm b. Muḥammad (d. 641/1243-44), al-
Muntakhab min Kitāb al-Siyāq li-taʾrīkh Naysābūr (ed. Khālid Ḥaydar), Mecca n.d. (Beirut 
1993), 227-8; the editor Khalid Ḥaydar identifĳies the author mistakenly as al-Ṣayrafīnī.
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Saljūq Sultan Alp Arslān (ruled 455/1063-465/1072) and was entrusted by 
his vizier with the building of the great mosque of Nishapur. This vizier 
was no other than the famous Niẓām al-Mulk (assassinated 485/1092), 
who was in fĳirm control of the administration of Khurāsān under the sul-
tans Alp Arslān and Malik Shāh (ruled 465/1072-485/1092).68 In great de-
tail the Siyāq describes al-Manīʿī’s close supervision of the construction 
of the whole complex of the mosque that was begun in 456/1064–
457/1065 and completed in its basic structure in 461/1069. Finally, the 
Siyāq refers to the names of two other teachers of al-Manīʿī, namely Abū 
l-Qāsim Ḥasan b. Muḥammad b. Ḥasan b. Habīb al-Naysābūrī (d. 
406/1016)69 and the Sufĳi shaykh Abū Muḥammad ʿAbdallāh b. Yūsuf al-
Ardastānī al-Iṣbahānī (d. 409/1019).70 The Siyāq concludes with the ear-
liest precise record of al-Manīʿī’s death on Friday, the 27th day of the 
month of Dhū l-Qaʿda in the year 463 (26th August, 1071).71

Returning to Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī, it is certain that he was a scholar of 
Shāfĳiʿī law and the author of a Sufĳi handbook. But to what extent can he 
be considered to have been a Sufĳi? The early sources identify him only as 
a Shāfĳiʿī scholar of law ( faqīh). Subkī is the fĳirst to call him both a faqīh 
and a Sufĳi. The literature of Sufĳi biography neither includes an entry un-
der his name nor mentions him as one of their representatives. There is 
no reference to anyone who might have been his Sufĳi teacher or his Sufĳi 
student. Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī’s name does not appear in the chains of 
narrators relating Sufĳi anecdotes or transmitting Sufĳi teachings. In short, 
his name does not appear in the literature of Sufĳism; all information on 
him has to be found in sources written by Shāfĳiʿī scholars. Except for 
Subkī and those sources depending on his biographical note, there is no 
indication of Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī having authored any Sufĳi book. 
Nevertheless, he is the author of this sizeable Sufĳi handbook, Salwat al-
ʿārifīn wa-uns al-mushtāqīn, which was compiled at Nishapur and repre-
sents an important source for the history of Sufĳism. It stands side by side 
with Qushayrī’s Risāla and Kharkūshī’s Tahdhīb al-asrār, both also com-
piled in Nishapur in the middle of the 5th/11th century; their relationship 
to Salwat al-ʿārifīn is discussed below. 

68 See also R. W. Bulliet, The Patricians of Nishapur, Cambridge 1972, 45, 51, 65-66, 68.
69 ʿAbd al-Ghāfĳir al-Fārisī, al-Mukhtaṣar min Kitāb al-Siyāq li-taʾrīkh Naysābūr, 7; 

Dhahabī, Siyar, 17, 237-8.
70 Fārisī, al-Mukhtaṣar, 161; Dhahabī, Siyar, 17, 239; Dhahabī, Taʾrīkh al-Islām, yrs. 401-

420, 187-8.
71 ʿAbd al-Ghāfĳir al-Fārisī, al-Mukhtaṣar, 45-55.
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The earliest source to record Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī’s date of death is 
Samʿānī’s Kitāb al-Ansāb, which places it in about 470/1077 ( f ī ḥudūd).72 
In his al-Lubāb, Ibn al-Athīr copied this date of death from Samʿānī. Ibn 
Bāṭīsh’s as yet unpublished Ṭabaqāt al-shāfĳiʿīya confĳirmed it,73 while 
Subkī, Asnawī and Ibn Qāḍī Shuhba copied Ibn Bāṭīsh’s record in their 
obituary notes.74 Regarding Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī’s students, the sources 
include hardly any reference to them. Only two students of Shāfĳiʿī law 
can be identifĳied as transmitting his legal teachings. According to a note 
in Samʿānī’s Kitāb al-Ansāb, the person who served as the principal trans-
mitter of Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī’s teachings on Shāfĳiʿī law was a certain 
Abū l-Fatḥ Muwafffaq b. ʿAbd al-Karīm al-Harawī.75 If there is a slight er-
ror in his name as recorded by Samʿānī, then he may be identical with 
Abū l-Fatḥ Muwafffaq b. Ṭalḥa al-Harawī al-Karābīsī (d. 490/1097), as ci-
ted by ʿAbd al-Ghāfĳir al-Fārisī.76 Abū l-Fatḥ Muwafffaq al-Harawī is 
known to have studied in Nishapur, mainly under Aḥmad b. ʿAlī b. Khalaf 
al-Shīrāzī (d. 487/1094),77 before returning to Herat where he continued 
his career until his death. In addition, as mentioned above, there is Abū 
Surayj Ismāʿīl b. Aḥmad b. al-Ḥasan al-Shāshī al-Naqqāḍ, the best known 
of Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī’s students and the author of a gloss on one of his 
legal works, who, according to Samʿānī, died before 470/1077, the appro-
ximate death date of his teacher.78 

Surprisingly, there is no entry on Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī in Taʾrīkh al-
Islām by Dhahabī who, however, records a short biographical note on 
ʿAbd al-Malik al-Ṭabarī, Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī’s grandson. Dhahabī men-
tions neither ʿAbd al-Malik al-Ṭabarī’s moniker (kunya) of Abū 
Muḥammad nor the names of his father and grandfather, and only has a 
pious anecdote to tell about him as one who lived as a Sufĳi shaykh and 
devout ascetic in Mecca for forty years.79 In his al-ʿIqd al-thamīn, al-Fāsī 
(d. 832/1429) copied Dhahabī’s biographical note almost word for word, 

72 Samʿānī, Kitāb al-Ansāb, 3, 278.
73 Ibn Bāṭīsh, Abu l-Majd Ismāʿīl b. Hibatallāh al-Mawṣilī al-Shāfĳiʿī (d. 655/1257), Siyar, 

23, 319; idem, Taʾrīkh al-Islām, yrs. 651-60, 191-2.
74 Subkī, Ṭabaqāt al-shāfĳiʿīya al-kubrā, 3, 76; 4, 180; Asnawī, Ṭabaqāt al-shāfĳiʿīya, ed. 

Al-Ḥūt, 2, 58; 2, 159. 
75 Samʿānī, Kitāb al-Ansāb, 3, 278; Ibn al-Athīr, al-Lubāb, 2, 128.
76 ʿAbd al-Ghāfĳir al-Fārisī, al-Mukhtaṣar min Kitāb al-Siyāq li-taʾrīkh Naysābūr, 388-9
77 Dhahabī, Siyar, 18, 478-9.
78 Samʿānī, Kitāb al-Ansāb, 5, 519; Ibn al-Athīr, al-Lubāb, 3, 322.
79 Dhahabī, Taʾrīkh al-Islām, yrs. 521-40, 193-4.



introduction 13

dropping the anecdotal information.80 Both Dhahabī and Fāsī, however, 
mention explicitly that their information on the grandson is based on an 
account found in Ibn al-Samʿānī’s, Dhayl (“Appendix”). Unfortunately, 
there is no record in the Arabic primary sources about such an appendix 
compiled by one of Samʿānī’s sons. It is known, however, that the father, 
Abū Saʿd al-Samʿānī, who is the author of Kitāb al-Ansāb, also wrote 
a Dhayl (appendix) to Taʾrīkh Baghdād by al-Khaṭīb al-Baghdādī 
(d. 463/1071). This appendix to the history of Baghdad by Samʿānī, howe-
ver, is extant only through partial excerpts or quotations found in later 
sources.81 In all likelihood, therefore, the work that served as the source 
for Dhahabī’s biographical note on the grandson, Abū Muḥammad ʿAbd 
al-Malik al-Ṭabarī, was none other than Samʿānī’s appendix on al-Khaṭīb 
al-Baghdādī’s Taʾrīkh Baghdād.82 

There is, however, another appendix on al-Khaṭīb al-Baghdādī’s histo-
ry of Baghdad, entitled Dhayl Taʾrīkh Baghdād and compiled by Ibn al-
Najjār (d. 643/1245).83 This appendix includes a short entry on the 
grandson, Abū Muḥammad al-Ṭabarī, citing his moniker, but does not 
include the detailed information cited in the appendix attributed to (Ibn 
al-)Samʿānī in the Arabic primary sources. Although textually corrupted 
in the present edition of the work, Ibn Najjār’s brief entry refers by name 
to Abū Muḥammad al-Ṭabarī’s father, Abū Yūsuf al-Ṭabarī, and to his 
grandfather, Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī.84 According to the information gathe-
red from (Ibn al-)Samʿānī’s appendix, this grandson, Abū Muḥammad 
ʿAbd al-Malik b. Muḥammad al-Salmī al-Ṭabarī, studied Shāfĳiʿī law at the 
Niẓāmīya College (madrasa) in Nishapur when, in the words of (Ibn al-)

80 Taqī al-Dīn Muḥammad b. Aḥmad al-Ḥasanī al-Makkī al-Fāsī (d. 832/1429), al-ʿIqd 
al-thamīn fī taʾrīkh al-balad al-amīn, ed. Fuʾād Sayyid, 8 vols., Cairo 1406/1986, 5, 517 (no. 
1894).

81 R. Sellheim, “al-Samʿānī,” in EI2 8, 1024-5.
82 The substance of the passage, apparently copied from Ibn al-Samʿānī, appears with 

only minor modifĳications in a number of sources, among them, Dhahabī, Taʾrīkh al-Islām, 
yrs. 521-40, 193-4; Sirāj al-Dīn Abū Hafṣ ʿUmar b. ʿAlī b al-Andalusī al-Takrūrī al-Shāfĳiʿī Ibn 
al-Mulaqqin (d. 804/1401), al ʿIqd al-mudhhab fī ṭabaqāt ḥamalat al-madhhab, ed. Ayman 
Naṣr al-Azharī and Sayyid Muhannā, Beirut 1417/1997, 313 (no. 1193); Taqī al-Dīn al-Fāsī, 
al-ʿIqd al-thamīn, 5, 517 (no. 1894).

83 Ibn al-Najjār, Muḥibb al-Dīn Abū ʿAbdallāh Muḥammad b. Maḥmūd al-Baghdādī 
(d. 643/1245), Dhayl Taʾrīkh Baghdād, 3 vols. (numbered as vols. 16-18 of Taʾrīkh Baghdād) 
Beirut n. d., 16, 137 (no. 54). 

84 Ibn al-Najjār, Dhayl Taʾrīkh Baghdād, 16, 137, (no. 54). Ibn Najjār also cites the names 
of Kamār (Kamāl?) and Naṣr, both sons of a certain Nāṣir b. Naṣr al-Ḥaddādī active in the 
city of Marāgha in Ādharbayjān, who were known to have been students of Abū 
Muḥammad al-Ṭabarī.
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Samʿānī, “something appeared to him” ( fa-lāḥa lahu shayʾ). After this ex-
perience, he left Nishapur to settle in Mecca and live there in the vicinity 
of the Kaʿba as a religious recluse (mujāwir).85 Possibly on the way to 
Mecca, he is said to have transmitted Ḥadīth in Baghdad that his father 
had received from the Qāḍī Abū ʿUmar al-Hāshimī al-Baṣrī (d. 414/1024).86 
Having settled in Mecca, he lived for forty years as a mujāwir, known for 
his ascetic way of life spent in prayer and self-mortifĳication.87 Wearing a 
rough garb and living frugally, “dressed in rags (khashin) and eating grass 
(ʿushb),” as (Ibn al-)Samʿānī puts it, he patiently spent his days in the 
hope of eternal reward. He came to be called “the shaykh of al-Ḥaram” 
(i.e. Mecca), and pious stories were told about him. Dhahabī recorded his 
date of death in Mecca as falling into the decade between 521/1127 and 
530/1136.88 

3. The Manuscript of Salwat al-ʿārifīn wa-uns al-mushtāqīn

The manuscript of Salwat al-ʿārifīn wa-uns al-mushtāqīn is preserved in 
Dār al-Kutub al-Miṣrīya, Cairo, Egypt. There, it belongs to the Ṭalʿat col-
lection and is catalogued in its subdivision of al-Taṣawwuf (Sufĳism) as MS. 
Ṭalʿat, taṣawwuf 1553 (microfĳilm no. 7399). The manuscript is a unique 
copy, the only copy of the text known to exist, and has 184 folios of 25 lines 
each. It is complete and copied in a naskhī script that is fully and consis-
tently vocalized. Bound as a codex, it had apparently been re-bound quite 
some time ago. Its title appears on the front page (f. 1a), added by a later 
hand. There is, however, no mention of the title in the colophon (f. 184a). 
As stated in the colophon (fff. 183b-184a), the author completed the book 
in Rabīʿ II 459/1067 and the scribe, al-Khālidī, copied it during the months 
of 460/1068. Nothing is known about this scribe, though a later hand has 
added the proper name Aḥmad b. Nūshtakīn al-Khālidī in the colophon. 
At the bottom of each verso folio, there is a pointer to the fĳirst word of the 
next recto folio, establishing a fully reliable folio order. Occasionally 

85 Dhahabī, Taʾrīkh al-Islām (yrs. 521-40), 193.
86 He is Abū ʿUmar al-Qāsim b. Jaʿfar b. ʿAbd al-Wāḥid b. al-ʿAbbās b. ʿAbd al-Wāḥid b. 

Jaʿfar b. Sulaymān b. ʿAlī b. ʿAbd Allāh b. ʿAbbās b. ʿAbd al-Muṭṭalib al-Hāshimī al-ʿAbbāsī 
al-Baṣrī (d. 414/1024), who traced his lineage back to ʿAbdallāh b. al-ʿAbbās (d. 68/687); see 
Dhahabī, Siyar, 17, 225-6; idem, Taʾrīkh al-Islām, yrs. 401-20, 356. 

87 This forty year period of life as a recluse (mujāwir) in Mecca is confĳirmed by Ibn 
Kathīr, ʿImād al-Dīn Abu l-Fidāʾ Ismāʿīl b. ʿUmar (b. ca. 700/1300, d. 774/1373), Ṭabaqāt 
al-shāfĳiʿīya, ed. ʿAbd al-Ḥafīẓ Manṣūr, Benghazi and Beirut 2004, 604 (no. 639).

88 Dhahabī, Taʾrīkh al-Islām, yrs. 521-40, 193-4.
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minor textual emendations (taṣḥīḥ) by the hand of the scribe can be 
found in the margins, attesting to both the accuracy and meticulousness 
of his copying. There are, however, no notes in the margins indicating a 
systematic collation (muqābala) with an underlying manuscript. This is 
not surprising because, in all likelihood, the present manuscript is copied 
from the archetype of the author’s original. The unique manuscript copy 
that we have in hand may very well be identical with the one al-Subkī 
described as having inspected in person.89 Indeed, it is a precious manu-
script written in beautiful and regular handwriting. As such, it gives an 
immaculate appearance and offfers a splendid specimen of 5th/11th cen-
tury Islamic calligraphy. 

Except for one small block of later scribbles in the margin of f. 3b, the 
entire manuscript shows hardly any signs of marginal notes and includes 
no interlinear notations. There are, however, quite a number of notes 
and memoranda on the title page (f. 1a), as well as after and alongside the 
colophon (f. 184a). Apparently, the fĳirst folio of the manuscript (f. 1a/b) 
became damaged over the centuries, and was replaced by an unknown 
hand before the 11th/17th century. Nevertheless, some of these notes as 
well as those scribbled on two additional folios at the very end of the co-
dex have some signifĳicance regarding the history of the manuscript and 
its perusal. Of little importance are verses added by later hands and notes 
of librarians for cataloguing purposes. 

Certain memoranda and the note of an alternate title for the text on 
the front page (f. 1a), however, may require explanation. One reader’s me-
morandum on folio 184a, dated 598/1202, refers to the well-known gram-
marian Abū l-Ḥaram Makkī b. Rayyān b. Shabba al-Mākisīnī al-Mawṣilī 
(d. 603/1207),90 who studied the text and dictated it to a copyist, whose 
name may be deciphered as Mawdūd b. Kay Arslān. Six ownership notes, 
four on the title page, one note in the margin of f. 80a, and one on the last 
folio next to the colophon (f. 184a), refer to a certain Naṣrī b. Aḥmad al-
Ḥuṣrī al-Ḥusaynī al-Bakrī, who recorded the dates of his ownership as 
1074/1663-4 and 1075/1664-5 and also added a long poem by his own hand 
on the additional folio 186a. On the additional folio 185b, three slightly 
diffferent dates are recorded to remember the birth of the latter’s child-
ren. They are a son, Muḥammad Saʿīd, born in Muḥarram 1081/1670, a 
daughter, Amat Allāh, born in 1086/1675, and another son, Muṣṭafā Abū 
l-Wafāʾ, born in 1088/1677. On the same folio (f. 185b) the birth of a cer-

89 Subkī, Ṭabaqāt al-shāfĳiʿīya al-kubrā, 3, 76.
90 Dhahabī, Siyar, 21, 425.
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tain ʿAbd al-Ḥalīm, apparently in Rajab 1074/1664, is recorded possibly by 
the hand of a woman. Two other hands recorded the birth of a certain 
Muḥammad, in Jumādā I, 1270/ January, 1854. A note, the text of which is 
partially cut offf, indicates the date of 864/1460 (f. 184b) when the book 
was given as an endowment. The name of the library or institution to 
which this endowment was given is no longer preserved. Finally, just un-
der the colophon one fĳinds a note perhaps indicating that the manu-
script passed into the hands of a certain Abū ʿAbdallāh Muḥammad b. 
Abī Khalaf b. Abī Yūsuf al-Arrajānī thumma al-Hamadhānī (f. 184a). This 
person may be none other than Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī’s grandson, through 
whom the manuscript may have reached Mecca toward the end of the 
fĳifth/eleventh century. 

A startling note written on top of the actual title of the book on the 
front page of the manuscript by an anonymous hand suggests an alterna-
te title for the text: Tuḥfat al-ṭālibīn fī aḥwāl al-salaf al-ṣāliḥīn (“The 
Seekers’ Gift on the Mystical States of the Righteous Men of Old”). It also 
adds the comment, “it is a splendid book on the authentic science of 
Sufĳism (kitāb jalīl fī ʿilm al-taṣawwuf al-aṣīl).” Furthermore, it records the 
name of the author as the Imām Abū Khalaf Muḥammad b. ʿAbd al-Malik 
al-Ṭabarī. The alternate title is fĳictitious and cannot be attributed to any 
known author. A word has to be said, however, about the fĳirst folio of the 
manuscript (f. 1a/b), which apparently had deteriorated over the centu-
ries and was replaced by a new folio, consisting of the title page (f. 1a) and 
the introduction to the text (f. 1b). This new folio, clearly written by a la-
ter hand, recorded the title on f. 1a as Salwat al-ʿārifīn wa-uns al-
mushtāqīn and, on f. 1b, recast the introduction on the basis of the origi-
nal manuscript. Unfortunately, however, this recasting was done in a 
hasty fashion so that some words, including the very title of the work, 
were left out. To make up for these shortcomings, some words were 
scribbled between the lines and the actual title was added in the margin 
of the introduction by the same hand (f. 1b).

The text of Salwat al-ʿārifīn wa-uns al-mushtāqīn begins with a short 
introduction (f. 1b) and then is divided into 72 chapters (fff. 2a-183b). The 
introduction states: “This is a precious book including the best that has 
been composed with regard to the science of divine oneness (ʿilm al-
tawḥīd) and the greatest that has been relied upon by every spiritual 
wayfarer and aspirant in order to understand and safeguard it. He (the 
author) called it ʻThe Comfort of Those Knowing God and the Intimacy of 
Those Longing for Godʼ, embodying pleasing devotions (ʿibādāt rāʾiqa) 
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and beautiful and exquisite interpretations (maʿānī ḥasana fāʾiqa). One 
fĳinds in it the elucidation of the way of the mystics and the men of divine 
oneness (ṭarīq al-ʿārifīn wa l-muwaḥḥidīn) and the explanation of the 
manners of the spiritual wayfarers, religious ascetics and accomplished 
mystics (manāhij al-sālikīn wa l-mutajarridīn wa l-wāṣilīn). The book is 
arranged in 72 chapters and comprises the quintessence of the teaching 
(kalām) of those possessed of minds (ūlū l-albāb) among God’s friends 
(awliyāʾ) and beloved (aḥbāb), who draw near to the highest Lord and 
delight in the generous Ruler. May the Most High grant them to open the 
curtain (that separates them from Him) and enter upon their wayfa-
ring—He is noble and always turned to humanity” (f. 1b).

The chapters of Salwat al-ʿārifīn are ordered following the key topics of 
Sufĳi terminology one by one, and amount to about two folios each. In 
general, the author deals with only one Sufĳi term or a pair of terms per 
chapter. In some cases, however, and more toward the end of the book, 
the author packs a number of terms together in one chapter, as in chap-
ters 44, 51, 52, 53, 54, 57 and 66. The clear prose of the chapters is occasio-
nally illustrated by poetical verses. There are a few exceptions when the 
chapters become considerably longer, as in chapter 59, relating the mira-
cles performed by the Sufĳis; chapter 68, offfering specimens of Sufĳi poetry; 
chapter 69, focusing on Sufĳi correspondence; and chapter 70, narrating 
Sufĳi visions. The fĳirst chapter gives brief defĳinitions of Sufĳism and the 
Sufĳis. The last and substantial chapter on Sufĳi biographies stands apart, 
completing the work with a long section that sketches the lives and tea-
chings of leading Sufĳis (fff. 153a- 183b). Each chapter (bāb) begins with the 
same words, “Explaining the meaning of …” ( f ī bayān maʿnā…), and then 
adds the particular Sufĳi key term under consideration. Then there follows 
the enumeration of the chapters focusing on Sufĳi key terms one by one. 
The author concludes the list of the chapters with the remark, “In each 
chapter I will mention what pertains to it, through God—lofty and exal-
ted is He—granting success” (f. 3a).

The topic of each chapter is quoted in its heading as follows:
1 Sufĳism (al-taṣawwuf) and the characteristics of the Sufĳis (naʿt al-ṣūfīya)
2 Divine oneness (al-tawḥīd)
3 Repentance (al-tawba)
4 Renunciation (al-zuhd)
5 Scrupulousness (al-waraʿ)
6 Piety (al-taqwā)
7 Fear of God (al-khawf)
8 Hope in God (al-rajāʾ)
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9 Humility and modesty (al-khushūʿ wa l-tawāḍuʿ)
10 Knowledge of the lower self (maʿrifat al-nafs)
11 Characteristics of the heart (naʿt al-qalb)
12 Passion (al-hawā)
13 The pecularity of this world (ṣifat al-dunyā)
14 The mystical moment (al-waqt)
15 Self-discipline (al-mujāhada)
16 Steadfastness (al-istiqāma)
17 Focusing on God (al-murāqaba)
18 Retreat and solitude (al-khalwa wa l-ʿuzla)
19 Observing silence (al-ṣamt)
20 Contentment with one’s appointed lot (al-qanāʿa)
21 Satisfaction with God’s decree (al-riḍā)
22 Patience and perseverance (al-ṣabr)
23 Hunger and fasting (al-jūʿ)
24 Trust in God (al-tawakkul)
25 Generosity, munifĳicence and altruism (al-jūd wa l-sakhāʾ wa l-īthār)
26 Truthfulness (al-ṣidq)
27 Servitude (al-ʿubūdīya)
28 Freedom (al-ḥurrīya)
29 Chivalry and manliness (al-futūwa wa l-murūwa)
30 Shame before God (al-ḥayāʾ)
31 Divine jealousy (al-ghayra)
32 Recollection of God (al-dhikr)
33 Being thankful to God (al-shukr)
34 Having good thoughts about God (ḥusn al-ẓann)
35 Good character (al-khuluq)
36 Certitude of God (al-yaqīn)
37 Knowledge of God (al-maʿrifa)
38 Purity of intention (al-ikhlāṣ)
39 Love of God (al-maḥabba)
40 Longing for God (al-shawq)
41 Witnessing God (al-mushāhada)
42 Nearness to and remoteness from God (al-qurb wa l-buʿd)
43 Intimacy with God (al-uns)
44 Presence and unveiling (al-muḥādara wa l-mukāshafa); conversation, 

dialogue and colloquy (al-muḥādatha wa l-mukālama wa l-musāmara)
45 Passing away from one’s self and subsisting in God (al-fanāʾ wa l-baqāʾ)
46 Desolation and consolation of the soul (al-qabḍ wa l-basṭ)
47 Sobriety and drunkenness (al-ṣaḥw wa l-sukr)
48 Unifĳication with and separation from God (al-jamʿ wa l-tafriqa)
49 Isolation and deprivation (al-tafrīd wa l-tajrīd)
50 Ecstatic behavior, ecstatic rapture and ecstatic existence (al-tawājud 

wa l-wajd wa l-wujūd)
51 God’s concealment and self-disclosure (al-satr wa l-tajallī) and the 

mystic’s efffacement and afffĳirmation before God (al-maḥw wa l-ithbāt)
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52 The state of mystic experience, tasting and drinking (al-ḥāl wa l-dhawq 
wa l-shurb)

53 Sparkles, glimmers, and flashes of the divine presence (al-lawāʾiḥ wa 
l-ṭawāliʿ wa l-lawāmiʿ)

54 Distracting thoughts, secret thoughts, visitations, impulses and 
on slaughts in mystical experience (al-khawāṭir wa l-sarāʾir wa l-wāridāt 
wa l-bawādih wa l-hujūm); fluctuation and stability (al-talwīn wa 
l-tamkīn)

55 Listening to music (al-samāʿ)
56 Friendship with God (al-wilāya)
57 Trial and tribulation (al-balāʾ wa l-fĳitna), and the stations of those sub-

jected to afffliction (maqāmāt ahl al-balāʾ)
58 Spiritual insight (al-fĳirāsā)
59 Miracles of the mystics (al-karāmāt)
60 Religious law and spiritual reality (al-sharīʿa wa l-ḥaqīqa)
61 Discipleship and the disciple (al-irāda wa l-murīd)
62 The superiority of the content and patient poor man over the prosper-

ous and grateful wealthy man ( faḍl al-faqīr al-qāniʿ al-ṣābir ʿālā l-ghanī 
al-wāsiʿ al-shākir)

63 Meditation (al-tafakkur)
64 Good conduct and etiquette (al-adab)
65 The good manners of the dervishes in their companionship whether 

travelling or at home (ādāb al-fuqarāʾ fī ṣuḥbatihim safaran wa 
ḥaḍaran)

66 Mystical wisdom and spiritual counsel (al-ḥikma wa l-mawʿiẓa) and 
the realities of the mystical states (ḥaqāʾiq al-aḥwāl)

67 Prayers and supplications of the mystics (adʿiyatuhum)
68 Some specimens of the poetry of the mystics (baʿḍ mā yunshadu min 

ashʿārihim)
69 Letters written by the mystics (mukātabātuhum)
70 The visions of the mystics (ruʾyā al-qawm)
71 The testaments of the mystics and their conditions when leaving this 

world (waṣāyāhum wa-dhikr aḥwālihim ʿinda l-khurūj min al-dunyā)
72 The classes of the leaders of the Sufĳis (ṭabaqāt aʾimmat al-ṣūfīya)

Over the course of the centuries, Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī’s Salwat al-ʿārifīn 
wa-uns al-mushtāqīn became the subject of an abridgment, entitled 
Khalwat al-ʿākifīn (“The Solitude of Those Living in Seclusion”) that is pre-
served in two manuscripts, MS Leipzig 844/2 and MS Aleppo 25, the fĳirst 
copied in 740/1339 and the second in 1103/1692.

MS Leipzig 844/2 (fff. 42a-116; copied Rabīʿ II, 740 ah; see GAL SI, 773 
and K. Vollers, Katalog der islamischen, christlich-orientalischen, jüdi-
schen und samaritanischen Handschriften der Universitäts-Bibliothek zu 
Leipzig, Leipzig 1906, p. 274) is the second part of a collective manuscript. 
The reference of Vollers cited for the text of Khalwat al-ʿākifīn, however, 
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is not fully accurate with regard to the numbering of folios, the identity 
of its author and the date when the manuscript was copied. Vollers notes 
that the book is “anonymous” and that its text covers “fff. 42a-116b and 
bears the copying date of Rabīʿ I, 770.” It has to be noted, however, that 
the text passages from f. 90a–f. 116a have nothing to do with Khalwat al-
ʿākifīn but represent extracts from other books. With regard to the num-
ber and order of the folios belonging to Khalwat al-ʿākifīn, two folios of 
the manuscript have been misplaced and one or two others lost in the 
process of binding and re-binding. Hence, the present manuscript is de-
fective. In fact, the text of Khalwat al-ʿākifīn begins on f. 42b and continu-
es seamlessly until f. 85b. Then, f. 86a/b seems to have been misplaced 
because the text of f. 85b continues on f. 87a/b, followed by f. 88a/b. 
Finally, there are one or two missing folios and the text comes to an end 
on f. 86a. The manuscript is written in black ink, with some headings and 
references to names or poetical verses marked in red ink. It has thirteen 
lines per page and is written in rough but clear naskhī script with diacri-
tical marks added regularly, but without being vocalized. 

The incipit on folio 42b reads al-ḥamdu li-llāhi lladhī ʿaṭṭara l-wujūda 
bi-ʿarfĳi l-ʿārifīn wa-aḥyā l-qulūba bi-dhikri l-ṭāʾifīna minhum wa l-ʿākifīn, 
wa-ṣallā llāhu ʿalā nabīyihi sayyidinā Muḥammadin malādhi l-ṭālibīna 
wa-maljaʾi l-khāʾifīn, wa-ʿalā ālihi wa-ṣaḥbihi alladhīna kānū muttabiʿīna 
li-aqwālihi wa-ʿinda amrihi wāqifīn, wa-sallama taslīman kathīran. It then 
(f. 42b) states the intention of the author: to compile the abridgment “as 
an instruction for the disciple (tabṣiratan li l-murīd)” and “a reminder 
(tadhkiratan) ‘for him who has a heart, or will give ear with a present 
mind’ (Q 50:37).” The body of the text itself begins on folio 42b with the 
words wa-baʿd: fa-hādhihi awrāqun min kitābi Salwat al-ʿārifīn, taʾlīfu 
l-imām Abī Khalaf Muḥammad b. ʿAbd al-Malik al-Ṭabarī raḥimahu llāhu 
taʿālā. “These are pages (selected) from the book Salwat al-ʿārifīn, com-
piled by the Imām Abū Khalaf Muḥammad b. ʿAbd al-Malik al-Ṭabarī—
may God Most High have mercy on him.”

The text of Khalwat al-ʿākifīn comes to an end on f. 86a with the state-
ment of Sahl b. ʿAbdallāh al-Tustarī (d. 283/896) that “the end stages of 
the friends of God—may God Most High have mercy on them—are the 
beginning stages of the prophets—may God bless all of them” (nihāyātu 
l-awliyāʾ raḥimahumu llāhu taʿālā bidāyātu l-anbiyāʾ ṣalawātu llāhi 
ʿalayhim ajmaʿīn). Then follows the colophon on the same folio: hādhā 
ākhiru mā intaqaytuhu min kitābi Salwat al-ʿārifīn wa-uns al-mushtāqīn, 
taṣnīfu l-shaykhi l-Imāmi Abū (sic!) Khalaf Muḥammad ibn ʿAbd al-Malik 
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al-Ṭabarī raḥimahu llāh taʿālā. Wa-kamalat hādhihi l-awrāqu ʿalā yadi 
muntaqīhā wa-kātibihā al-rājī mina llāhi ghufrāna dhanbihi Yūsuf ibn 
Fattūḥ ibn Dāʾūd. Wa-kāna l-farāgh minhā mustahall Rabīʿi l-ākhir sanata 
arbaʿūna wa-sabʿu miʾa. Al-ḥamdu lillāhi waḥdahu wa-ṣallā llāhu ʿalā 
sayyidinā Muḥammadin wa-ālihi wa-ṣaḥbihi wa-sallam. “This is the end of 
what I selected from the book Salwat al-‘ārifīn wa-uns al-mushtāqīn, com-
piled by the Shaykh al-Imām Abū Khalaf Muḥammad b. ʿAbd al-Malik 
al-Ṭabarī—may God Most High have mercy on him. These pages were 
written by Yūsuf b. Fattūḥ b. Dāʾūd, who was the one who selected and 
copied them, hoping for God’s forgiveness of his sins. The task of copying 
them was completed in the beginning of Rabīʿ II, 740 (October, 1339).” 

Rather than remaining anonymous, the author of the abridgment 
identifĳies himself as Yūsuf b. Fattūḥ b. Dāʾūd; he states explicitly that he 
was the selector of its content (al-muntaqī) who wrote the abridgement 
of Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī’s Salwat al-ʿārifīn wa-uns al-mushtāqīn. He pro-
bably was a rather obscure author because the primary sources of Islamic 
biographies record neither an entry nor an obituary about him. That 
Yūsuf b. Fattūḥ b. Dāʾūd was the actual author of the abridgment, rather 
than merely its scribe, may also be indicated by the absence of either his 
name or that of another person quoted after the standard clause “the task 
of copying them was completed (wa-kāna l-farāgh minhā)” where copy-
ists ordinarily record their names in Arabic manuscripts. 

Furthermore, a memorandum (i.e. a samāʿ note written on f. 86b and 
f. 89a/b) by an unknown student and following immediately upon the 
colophon sheds light on the way in which the text of this abridgment 
took its fĳinal shape. It begins on f. 86b with well-known introductory 
words of ʿAbdallāh b. Jaʿfar (d. 80/699 or 85/704), nephew of the caliph 
ʿAlī b. Abī Ṭālib (d. 40/661), concerning the ideal of friendship among 
scholars—a friendship that animated the circle of friends in which the 
abridgment was studied. Then, it has the student state that he read out 
this abridgment (wa-qaraʾtu hādha l-kitāba l-manqūla minhu) to the di-
stinguished teacher Shams al-Dīn Abū ʿAbdallāh Muḥammad b. Ṭarīf al-
Ghazzī (d. 784/1383),91 receiving his handwritten authorization to 
transmit it (wa-hādhā ṣūratu khaṭṭihi fĳi l-ijāza). Thereafter, the text of the 

91 Taqī al-Dīn Abu l-Ṭayyib Muḥammad b. Aḥmad al-Qurashī al-Fāsī (d. 832/1429), 
Taʿrīf dhawi l-ʿulā bi-man lam yadhkurhu al-Dhahabī min al-nubalāʾ, Beirut 1998, 319; 
Shams al-Dīn Abu l-Faḍl Aḥmad b. ʿAlī b. Ḥajar al-ʿAsqalānī, Inbāʾ al-ghumr bi-abnāʾ 
al-ʿumr, 9 vols, Beirut 1387/1967, 2, 117; idem, al-Durar al-kāmina fī aʿyān al-miʾa al-thāmina, 
4 vols and appendix, Beirut 1418/1997, 3, 279.
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memorandum, partially destroyed by watermarks, continues seamlessly 
on f. 89b, referring to the learned son, Abū Hafṣ ʿUmar, of the distin-
guished man of letters (adīb) Badr al-Dīn al-Ḥasan b. ʿUmar b. al-Ḥasan b. 
Ḥabīb al-Ḥalabī al-Shāfĳiʿī (d. 779/1377-80).92 Abū Ḥafṣ ʿUmar made a copy 
of the abridgment for his personal use, becoming prominent among his 
contemporaries because of it, read the entire text with the student 
(qaraʾa ʿalayya) in a meticulous fashion (qirāʾatan ḥasanatan) and gave 
it the title of Khalwat al-ʿākifīn. From this time forward, the abridgment 
selected from Salwat al-ʿārifīn wa-uns al-mushtāqīn by Yūsuf b. Fattūḥ b. 
Dāʾūd became identifĳied as Khalwat al-ʿākifīn, a title it had not been gi-
ven before. It is possible that the place where this happened was Aleppo, 
although the manuscript includes no record of it. 

MS Aleppo 25 (147 fff; 1103 h). This manuscript is recorded in the libra-
ry catalogue of Muḥammad Kamāl, Fihris al-makhṭūṭāt al-mūdaʿa fī 
khizānat Maʿhad al-Turāth al-ʿIlmī al-ʿArabī, Aleppo n.d., p. 73. In additi-
on, the microfĳilm catalogue of the same library, prepared by Muḥammad 
ʿIzzat ʿUmar, Fihris al-makhṭūṭāt al-muṣawwara fī khizānat Maʿhad al-
Turāth al-ʿIlmī al-ʿArabī, Aleppo 1987, lists the microfĳilm of the manu-
script under no. 1880. The manuscript is preserved in the library of the 
Institute for the History of Arabic Science afffĳiliated with the University of 
Aleppo, Aleppo, Syria. It is written in beautiful naskhī handwriting, in 
black and red ink and has 147 folios. Despite several effforts, it proved im-
possible to obtain a photocopy or microfĳilm of this manuscript. During a 
short visit to the library, Yousef Casewit was able to inspect the manu-
script. He copied its incipit, as well as the beginning and end of the text, 
all of which are identical to those of MS Leipzig 844/2. From his notes 
about the colophon of the manuscript, it is evident that the task of copy-
ing was completed on Thursday, the seventeenth day of the month 
Shawwāl in the year 1103 (14 July, 1692). Yousef Casewit also spot-checked 
the content of MS Aleppo 25 and thereby indicated the close similarity 
of MS Aleppo 25 with MS Leipzig 844/2. There is no doubt MS Leipzig 
844/2 and MS Aleppo 25 represent the very same book.

The author of Khalwat al-ʿākifīn followed the basic order of the chap-
ters in Salwat al-ʿārifīn, selecting only a small sample of Sufĳi sayings from 
each chapter, though occasionally neglecting to abridge one chapter or 
another. In all, he extracts only a small number of passages from Salwat 
al-ʿārifīn and his abridgment amounts to about ten percent of its volume. 

92 Fāsī, Taʿrīf, 275.
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His abridgement ends with the chapter on wilāya (f. 86a) and does not 
incorporate extracts from any of the following chapters, particularly the 
last one on Sufĳi biographies. The author of Khalwat al-ʿākifīn is, however, 
very faithful to the wording of Salwat al-ʿārifīn and copies verbatim 
rather than paraphrasing. It also seems apparent that he has a preference 
for poetical verses over prose statements of Sufĳis in his abridgment of 
Salwat al-ʿārifīn. The following chapter headings appear in Khalwat al-
ʿākifīn: al-ṣūfī (f. 42a), al-tawba (f. 43b), al-waraʿ (f. 44a), al-taqwā (f. 44b), 
al-khawf (f. 45a), al-rajāʾ (f. 46b), al-khushūʿ (f. 47a), maʿrifat al-nafs 
(f. 48a), al-qalb (f. 48b), al-hawā (f. 49a), al-dunyā (f. 50a), al-waqt (f. 52a), 
al-mujāhada (f. 53a), al-istiqāma (f. 53a), al-murāqaba (f. 54a), al-khalwa 
wa l-ʿuzla (f. 54b), al-ṣamt (f. 55a), al-qanāʿa (f. 56b), al-riḍā (f. 57b), 
al-ṣabr (f. 59a), al-jūʿ (f. 60a, mistakenly listed as al-khushūʿ), al-tawakkul 
(f. 61b), al-īthār (f. 62b), al-ṣidq (f. 63b), al-ʿubūdīya (f. 64b), al-ḥurrīya 
(f. 65b), al-futūwa (f. 66a), al-murūwa (f. 67a), al-ḥayāʾ (f. 67b), al-ghayra 
(f. 68b), al-dhikr (f. 69b), al-shukr (f. 70b), ḥusn al-ẓann (f. 72a), al-khuluq 
al-ḥasan (f. 74a), al-yaqīn (f. 75b), al-maʿrifa (f. 76b), al-ikhlāṣ (f. 78a), al-
maḥabba (f. 78b), al-shawq (f. 80a), al-mushāhada (f. 80b), al-qurb 
(f. 81a), al-uns (f. 82a), al-fanāʾ wa l-baqāʾ (f. 83b), al-qabḍ wa l-basṭ 
(f. 84a), al-ṣaḥw wa l-sukr (f. 84b), al-jamʿ wa l-tafrīq (sic, f. 84b), al-tafrīd 
(f. 85a), al-wajd (f. 85b), al-istitār wa l-tajallī (f. 87a), al-lawāʾiḥ (f. 87b), al-
lawāmiʿ (f. 88a), al-khawāṭir (f. 88a), samāʿ al-ashʿār (f. 88b), al-wilāya (f. 
86a), end of text. 

Finally, a word has to be said about the possible existence of a second 
manuscript of Salwat al-ʿārifīn wa-uns al-mushtāqīn that may be hidden 
in a manuscript library of Iraq. Identifĳied as MS Najaf, its existence is 
recorded by the viscount F. de Tarrazi, who referred to it in his review of 
manuscripts preserved in the library, Maktabat Āl Kāshif al-Ghiṭāʾ, of 
Najaf in Iraq.93 Unfortunately, all effforts to gain access to the manuscript 
or obtain a microfĳilm of it proved unsuccessful. 

93 F. de Tarrazi, Khazāʾin al-kutub al-ʿarabīya fĳi l-Khāfĳiqayn, 4 vols., Beirut 1947-48, 1, 
307; attributing it erroneously, however, to Abū ʿAbd al-Raḥmān al-Sulamī.
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4. The Place of Salwat al-ʿārifīn in Sufi Literature

As a whole, the framework of Salwat al-ʿārifīn (compiled in 459/1067) 
resembles a Sufĳi manual that, as Subkī had observed, is very similar in 
structure to the Risāla of Qushayrī (b. 376/986–d. 465/1072), who com-
pleted his work in 437/1045-6. Both the Risāla and Salwat al-ʿārifīn com-
bine a body of chapters on Sufĳi topics with a chapter on Sufĳi biographies. 
Together with Tahdhīb al-asrār of Kharkūshī (d. 407/1016)94 and Ṭabaqāt 
al-ṣūfīya of Sulamī (d. 412/1021),95 Qushayrī’s Risāla constitutes one of 
three principal sources for Salwat al-ʿārifīn and is undoubtedly its major 
source. Text passages selected by Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī from these three 
works, al-Risāla, Tahdhīb al-asrār and Ṭabaqāt al-ṣūfīya, amount to about 
half the volume of text passages integrated into Salwat al-ʿārifīn. 
Throughout the body of Salwat al-ʿārifīn, 1139 text passages can be shown 
as having been selected verbatim from Qushayrī’s Risāla and 824 from 
Kharkūshī’s Tahdhīb al-asrār. All three of these Sufĳi treatises, just like 
Salwat al-ʿārifīn, were compiled by authors living and working in Nishapur, 
Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī’s hometown. Each of the four Sufĳi authors was Sunni 
Muslim and belonged to the Ashʿarī School of theology and the Shāfĳiʿī 
School of Islamic law. 

The bulk of text passages selected verbatim from Sulamī’s Ṭabaqāt al-
ṣūfīya (687 items) belongs to the fĳinal chapter of Salwat al-ʿārifīn (chap-
ter 72) that offfers brief biographical sketches of Sufĳi masters who lived in 
the 3rd/9th to the 5th/11th centuries. The remainder of statements from 
Sulamī’s Ṭabaqāt al-ṣūfīya included in other chapters of Salwat al-ʿārifīn 
(39 text passages) were not selected directly from this source but were 
found by Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī already integrated into Qushayrī’s Risāla 
or Kharkūshī’s Tahdhīb al-asrār. There are a number of text passages in 
Salwat al-ʿārifīn that can be traced to Sulamī’s Qurʾān commentary, 
Ḥaqāʾiq al-tafsīr (100 items), as well as to some smaller treatises compiled 

94 Abū Saʿd ʿAbd al-Malik b. Muḥammad al-Kharkūshī (Pers., Khargūshī, d. 407/1016), 
Kitāb Tahdhīb al-asrār, ed. Bassām Muḥammad Bārūd, Abu Dhabi 1999; idem, Tahdhīb 
al-asrār fī uṣūl al-taṣwawwuf, ed. Sayyid Muḥammad ʿAlī, Beirut 1427/2006. In fact, the edi-
tion of Kharkūshī’s Tahdhīb al-asrār fī uṣūl al-taṣwawwuf by Sayyid Muḥammad ʿAlī is but 
a reproduction of the Kitāb Tahdhīb al-asrār edited by Bassām Muḥammad Bārūd. For 
al-Kharkūshī/Khargūshī see also, A.J. Arberry, “Khargūshī’s manual of Sufĳism,” BSOAS 9 
(1937-39), 345-9; F. Sezgin, GAS I, 670; C. Melchert, Khargūshī, Tahdhīb al-asrār, BSOAS 73 
(2010), 29-44.

95 Abū ʿAbd al-Raḥmān Muḥammad b. al-Ḥusayn al-Sulamī (d. 412/1021), Ṭabaqāt 
al-ṣūfīya, ed. J. Pedersen, Leiden 1960; ed. Nūr al-Dīn Shurayba, Cairo 1389/1969.
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by Sulamī (165 items).96 These may indicate an occasional, but defĳinitely 
not a systematic, perusal of Sulamī’s works other than the Ṭabaqāt al-
ṣūfīya. Likewise, most of the text passages in Salwat al-ʿārifīn that appear 
to be culled from Abū Nuʿaym al-Iṣfahānī’s (d. 430/1038) Ḥilyat al-awliyāʾ 
wa-ṭabaqāt al-aṣfĳiyāʾ (307 items)97 were actually selected indirectly by 
Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī from his principal sources. 

Text passages included in Salwat al-ʿārifīn that can also be found in 
Abū Naṣr al-Sarrāj’s (d. 378/988) Kitāb al-Lumaʿ (117 items)98 and in 
Kalābādhī’s (d. 390/990) Kitāb al-Taʿarruf li-madhhab ahl al-taṣawwuf 
(27 items)99 indicate that Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī did not select them 
 directly from these two sources but found them already integrated into 
Qushayrī’s Risāla or Kharkūshī’s Tahdhīb al-asrār. It is unlikely that Abū 
l-Ḥasan ʿAlī b. al-Ḥasan al-Sīrjānī’s (d. 478/1085) Kitāb al-Bayāḍ wa 
l-sawād100 was one of Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī’s sources for Salwat al-ʿārifīn. 
The limited number of text passages shared by Salwat al-ʿārifīn and Kitāb 
al-Bayāḍ wa l-sawād, however, may point to a common source that is no 
longer extant. In general, the remainder of text passages in Salwat 
al-ʿārifīn (about a third of the entire text) that cannot be traced in identi-
fable sources was culled from lost or unknown sources. A good number 
of these anonymous passages are anecdotes that may have been copied 
from collections of pious storytelling.

In size, Salwat al-ʿārifīn includes about 3500 Sufĳi sayings and anecdo-
tes and approximately corresponds in length to Kharkūshī’s Tahdhīb al-
asrār or to about two-thirds of Qushayrī’s Risāla. It is fairly obvious that 
Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī collected the material for Salwat al-ʿārifīn as a scho-
lar residing in Nishapur. There is no indication in his Sufĳi handbook that 
he traveled to other places in search of source material for his work. 

96 Abū ʿ Abd al-Raḥmān Muḥammad b. al-Ḥusayn al-Sulamī (d. 412/1021), Rasāʾil ṣūfīya 
li-Abī ʿAbd al-Raḥmān al-Sulamī, ed. G. Bowering and B. Orfali, Beirut 2009; idem, Masāʾil 
wa-taʾwīlāt ṣūfīya li-Abī ʿAbd al-Raḥmān al-Sulamī, ed. B. Orfali and G. Bowering, Beirut 
2010.

97 Abū Nuʿaym Aḥmad b. ʿAbdallāh al-Iṣfahānī (d. 430/1038), Ḥilyat al-awliyāʾ 
wa-ṭabaqāt al-aṣfĳiyāʾ, 10 vols, Cairo 1351-57/1932-38.

98 Abū Naṣr ʿ Abdallāh b. ʿ Alī al-Sarrāj al-Ṭūsī (d. 378/988), Kitāb al-Lumaʿ fĳi l-taṣawwuf, 
ed. R.A. Nicholson, London-Leiden 1914; German translation by R. Gramlich, Schlaglichter 
über das Sufĳitum, Wiesbaden 1990.

99 Abū Bakr Muḥammad b. Ishāq al-Kalābādhī (d. 390/990), Kitāb al-Taʿarruf li-madh-
hab ahl al-taṣawwuf, ed. A.J. Arberry, Cairo 1914; English translation, A.J. Arberry, The Doc-
trine of the Sufĳis, Cambridge 1935.

100 Bilal Orfali and Nada Saab. Sufĳism, Black and White: A Critical Edition of Kitāb 
al-Bayāḍ wa l-Sawād by Abū l-Ḥasan al-Sīrjānī (d. ca. 470/1077), Leiden 2012; see also 
G. Böwering, “Two Early Sufĳi Manuscripts,” in JSAI 31 (2006), 209-31.
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There also is no evidence that Salwat al-ʿārifīn was compiled for the in-
struction of a particular group of disciples. Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī was a 
collector who used written sources that were easily available to him and 
had been circulating for a large part prior to his collection by three dis-
tinguished local scholars in Nishapur. 

At no point, however, does Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī own up to his depen-
dence on the works to which he owes the lion’s share of the content of 
Salwat al-ʿārifīn. For example, almost all poetical verses, collected in 
chapter 68 of Salwat al-ʿārifīn, are copied verbatim from Kharkūshī’s 
Tahdhīb al-asrār. The situation is similar in chapter 69 which records ex-
amples of Sufĳi correspondence. Throughout his handbook, Abū Khalaf 
al-Ṭabarī cites text passages culled wholesale from his sources without 
ascription to their origin. He seems to select these passages at random, 
choosing those that were pleasing to him. In general, the objective of his 
work was pure and simple: to offfer a collection of Sufĳi sayings and anec-
dotes, dedicated to his pious and powerful patron, Abū ʿAlī Ḥassān b. 
Saʿīd al-Manīʿī. This is why Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī emphasizes in his intro-
duction to Salwat al-ʿārifīn that he assembled a selection of the choicest 
Sufĳi statements he could fĳind, presenting them as a kind of anthology 
that was to entertain the reader and recommend Sufĳis for their piety and 
their righteous beliefs and practices. 

Less than ten percent of the entire text of Salwat al-ʿārifīn may be seen 
as Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī’s own declarations. These portions are mainly 
short introductions to chapters through which he tries to cast the text of 
a chapter into a theological framework of the Ashʿarī School. Only once 
an Ashʿarī theologian is mentioned by name, when Salwat al-ʿārifīn (# 20) 
refers to Abū Isḥāq Ibrāhīm b. Muḥammad al-Isfarāyīnī (d. 418/1027) 
who, in Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī’s student years, was the chief protagonist of 
the Ashʿarī School in Nishapur. None of these declarations by Abū Khalaf 
al-Ṭabarī, however, reveal novel Sufĳi insights or ideas; they are common-
place and traditional. Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī comes through in Salwat al-
ʿārifīn as a collector of Sufĳi sayings and anecdotes fĳitting the scenario of a 
Sufĳi tradition that had been embraced by Ashʿarī theologians and Shāfĳiʿī 
jurisconsults. Because this Sufĳi tradition had become widely acceptable 
by his time in Nishapur, Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī made little efffort to sup-
port Sufĳi sayings and anecdotes with chains of narrators (isnād) the way 
Qushayrī had done for much of the source material he incorporated into 
his Risāla. In all likelihood, this absence of chains of narrators in Salwat 
al-ʿārifīn was one of the reasons why Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī’s anthology 
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did not become a standard manual in Sufĳi instruction. This lack of recog-
nition for Salwat al-ʿārifīn as a handbook of instruction in Sufĳi literature 
would also account in large part for the fact that hardly any manuscript 
copies of the anthology seem to have been made over the centuries. In 
Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī’s time, Qushayrī’s Risāla had been established in 
Sufĳi circles as the widely recognized and appreciated handbook for Sufĳi 
instruction. 

When one compares the frequency with which Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī 
selects statements of particular Sufĳis in his anthology, one fĳinds a defĳinite 
preference for Sufĳis belonging to the Iraqi tradition, with its center at 
Baghdad, over Sufĳis belonging to the Khurāsānian tradition, with its cen-
ter in Nishapur. Junayd (d. 297/910), the principal representative of the 
Baghdadi Sufĳi tradition, is mentioned more than two hundred times in 
the anthology, while Abū ʿUthmān al-Ḥīrī (d. 298/910), the principal pro-
pagator of the Khurāsānian Sufĳi tradition, is cited only about fĳifty times. 
Furthermore, Sufĳis other than Junayd who belong to the Baghdadi tradi-
tion, such as Shiblī (d. 334/946) and Dhū l-Nūn (d. 245/860), are cited 
about ninety times each; Sahl al-Tustarī (d. 283/896), Abū Saʿīd al-
Kharrāz (d. 277/890-1) and Abū l-Ḥusayn al-Nūrī (d. 295/907-8) fĳifty to 
sixty times each; and Bishr al-Ḥāfī (d. 227/841) and Abū Yazīd al-Bisṭāmī 
(d. 261-874-5) about thirty-fĳive times each. On the other hand, Sufĳis other 
than Abū ʿUthmān al-Ḥīrī belonging to the Khurāsānian tradition, such 
as Abū Ḥafṣ al-Ḥaddād (d. 265/878-9) and Abū Bakr al-Wāsiṭī (d. 
320/932), are each quoted about forty times. The preponderance of Sufĳi 
statements by Junayd and representatives of the Iraqi tradition over the 
Khurāsānian dicta resembles the proportion of quotations in Qushayrī’s 
Risāla. Therefore, Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī’s selection of Sufĳi statements in 
his Salwat al-ʿārifīn cannot be interpreted as having had a hidden agenda 
of advancing one or the other of these two Sufĳi traditions, or even as re-
vealing a controversial position within Sufĳism. When all aspects of Salwat 
al-ʿārifīn are taken into account, the conclusion remains steady: Abū 
Khalaf al-Ṭabarī’s anthology represents a personal collection of Sufĳi 
sayings and anecdotes, framed by an Ashʿarī theological perspective and 
designed to recommend the Sufĳi way of life and its principles to the rea-
der. 

There are, however, positive features to Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī’s Salwat 
al-ʿārifīn that argue for the scholarly value of his anthology, its lack of 
originality notwithstanding. The Arabic text of the manuscript under-
lying the present edition of Salwat al-ʿārifīn is highly accurate and almost 
flawless. It frequently is more accurate than the Arabic text that is avai-
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lable through the many published versions of Qushayrī’s Risāla, none of 
which represents a critical text edition. On a number of occasions, Salwat 
al-ʿārifīn also offfers a more reliable Arabic text than the two published 
texts of Kharkūshī’s Tahdhīb al-asrār. In addition, there are a number of 
Sufĳi sayings and a good amount of anecdotes that cannot be found in the 
extant Sufĳi handbook literature preceding Abū Khalaf al-Ṭabarī’s Salwat 
al-ʿārifīn. His anthology forms an integral part of this Arabic Sufĳi literatu-
re and represents the tail end of its century-long development in 
Nishapur, produced from the middle of the 4th/10th to the middle of the 
5th/11th century.

5. Technical Observations about the Arabic Text Edition 

In critically editing the text, the following principles have been observed. 
To make the text manageable for the reader, it has been arranged by para-
graphs, with a number assigned to each of them in parentheses. The para-
graphs have been numbered consecutively throughout the text for easy 
reference in the index. Wherever possible, each individual paragraph 
includes one or more items that form a textual unit, be these anecdotes, 
poetic verses or items of Sufĳi language and terminology. Meters have been 
added in parentheses preceding the verses of poetry in the Arabic text. 
The sura and verse numbers have been provided at the end of Qurʾānic 
citations, which have been fully vocalized. 

Some ancillary signs were added consistently to the Arabic text, such 
as the doubling sign over a consonant (tashdīd). The tashdīd was omit-
ted, however, in liaison for the defĳinite article in case of “sun” letters. The 
sign of nunnation (tanwīn) was added regularly in the accusative and, 
when helpful, in the genitive and nominative. Vowel signs were added to 
indicate a passive form of a verb or to refer to the fĳirst or second person 
when required for textual precision. Otherwise, vowel signs were added 
to the body of the text only when they serve to avoid textual ambiguity or 
indicate a preferred reading chosen from among grammatically correct 
options. Vowel signs were not added to personal names, except when 
required to avoid a possible confusion in the pronunciation of a particu-
lar name. Punctuation marks, such as commas and periods have been 
added to the Arabic text when the sense of specifĳic sentences requires it. 
A colon was added after names of particular authorities, separating au-
thors from their statements. Similarly, a colon has been added after an-
onymous authorities introduced in the text by qāla baʿḍuhum or qīl. 
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The indices refer to paragraph numbers throughout. The principal in-
dex ( fĳihrist al-asmāʾ) lists the names of the Sufĳi authorities quoted in the 
text as well as the names of narrators that appear in the chains of trans-
mitters. Each name is listed in the short form in which it occurs in the 
text, followed after an equal sign by a full name and, in parentheses, a 
date of death inasmuch as it could be established by research in the 
Arabic biographical sources. There are also indices of qurʾānic verses 
( fĳihrist al-āyāt), Ḥadīth statements ( fĳihrist al-aḥādīth), poetic verses 
( fĳihrist al-ashʿār), place names ( fĳihrist al-amākin), and technical terms 
( fĳihrist al-iṣṭilāḥāt). The index of poetic verses ( fĳihrist al-ashʿār) includes 
the meters of the verses as well as the beginning and rhyme (maṭlaʿ and 
qāfĳiya) of each poem. Finally, the apparatus of footnotes that accompa-
nies each paragraph in the body of the text documents all those sources 
that either served as the author’s principal sources or included parallel 
text passages that could be traced in other extant Sufĳi sources compiled 
during the 4th/10th and 5th/11th centuries. 
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واد كتاب البياض والسّ
كَم العباد في نعت المريد والمراد من خصائص حِ

يرجانيّ لأبي الحسن عليّ بن الحسن السّ

تحقيق ودراسة

بلال الأرفه لي
وندى صعب
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لوة العارفين وأنس المُشتاقين سَ
لأبي خلف الطبريّ (توفيّ حوالى ٤٧٠هـ/١٠٧٧م)

م لها قها وقدّ حقّ

جرهارد بورينغ
رفه لي بلال الأُ
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لوة العارفين وأنس المُشتاقين سَ
لأبي خلف الطبريّ (توفيّ حوالى ٤٧٠هـ/١٠٧٧م)




